CONTROLLING   THE  TOOD   SUPPLIES

Cabinet formally decided to relieve him of respon-
sibility by itself taking the decision to authorise the

action. The " risk of a raid " was the
The risk scare raised at that time by the Admiralty
of a raid as to the danger of a German landing on

our shores. This, the oldest and most
profitable bogey in the armoury of our fighting
services, is always brought out, dusted, and repainted
in flaming red whenever the Generals and Admirals
want to retain or increase their estimates of men,

money or machinery. For a century the
An old          old bogey was dressed in French uniform.

bogey            For a generation it has been German.

The Army now wanted more men, so the
Admirals co-operated by saying that they could give
no guarantee of being able to prevent the enemy from
throwing a force of 160,000 men into England at any
time, nor could the Grand Fleet begin to interrupt
such an operation until 24 hours or more after the
German flotillas appeared off our coasts. It was a
sorry exhibition of nervous impotence on the part of
the Lord High Admirals of the biggest Navy in the
world, by Admirals who were not ashamed to own
that they could not get near enough to the coast of
Flanders to bombard its submarine refuges without
imperilling their warships and who avowed their
helplessness to check these submarines. It was
obvious that if Germany, without securing the
command of the sea, sent such an expeditionary
force and if it actually succeeded in getting ashore with
its equipment, it would forthwith be cut off by land
and sea, compelled to capitulate, and the troop-
ships that conveyed the troops with the flotillas
that protected them would be sunk or captured. So
the War Cabinet declined to take this attack of nerves